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Suppressing Degradation in Quantum Batteries by
Electromagnetically-Induced Transparency

Jin-Tian Zhang, Cheng-Ge Liu, and Qing Ai*

Quantum batteries (QBs), as emerging quantum devices for energy storage
and transfer, have attracted significant attention due to their potential to
surpass classical batteries in charging efficiency and energy density. However,
interactions between a QB and its environment result in decoherence, which
significantly reduces its operational lifespan. In this work, the aging of QBs is
proposed to be suppressed by introducing the electromagnetically-induced
transparency (EIT). Specifically, a four-level atom is modeled as a QB with an
effective two-level system enabled by the EIT, while the photons in the cavity
serve as the energy charger. By comparing the energy and extractable work of
the QB with and without the EIT effect, it is demonstrated that the QBs

seeks to understand how quantum ef-
fects influence energy storage, transfer,
and conversion.['*18] One of its signif-
icant applications is the QB.[**2] Com-
posed of quantum bits (qubits) or quan-
tum oscillators, the QBs offer several ad-
vantages over traditional batteries, such
as significantly faster charging times,
higher energy-storage efficiency, greater
energy density, and increased precision
and control.l??2] These features make
QBs a promising solution to energy chal-

incorporating the EIT exhibit enhanced resistance to spontaneous decay as
compared to their counterparts without the EIT. It is believed that the findings
may provide valuable insights and shed the light on the design principles for

mitigating the degradation of the QBs.

1. Introduction

Classical batteries, as electrochemical devices, store energy and
provide power to electrical equipments.l'3] Whether it is the 150
kWh battery packs in electric vehicles or the dry cells in remote
controls, batteries are ubiquitous in everyday life.l! However,
with rapid technological advancements, the demand for minia-
turization has become increasingly urgent in cutting-edge fields
such as quantum computing,>~’! nanotechnology,®! and quan-
tum communication.*! This trend has driven the miniatur-
ization of batteries. When their size is reduced to the atomic
and molecular scales, quantum-mechanical effects become sig-
nificant. This gave rise to the concept of quantum batteries
(QBS).[4,11—13]

Quantum thermodynamics, which explores energy conver-
sion, heat transfer, and entropy evolution in quantum systems,
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lenges in advanced technologies. Since
the concept was introduced in 2013,2!
the primary research has been focused
on how to store and extract energy ef-
ficiently in QBs.[?3] Currently, the QB
models based on two-level systems are
widely studied.['}24-26] These batteries
can interact with external agents, such
as driving fields, thermal baths, or other two-level systems, to
achieve charging. Despite their potential, QBs face practical chal-
lenges, one of the most notable being aging. In QBs, aging refers
to the gradual decline in energy storage and extraction efficiency
over time or after repeated charging-and-discharging cycles. Ag-
ing leads to reduced capacity, slower energy extraction, and even
an inability to store energy effectively. In quantum systems, aging
arises primarily from interactions with the external environment,
e.g., thermal baths, noise, or electromagnetic fields,!?*] which
disrupt quantum states and lead to the loss of quantum coher-
ence and entanglement.['”) This phenomenon, known as deco-
herence, significantly impacts the energy storage and extraction
processes,[?] leading to performance degradation or battery ag-
ing. Decoherence is the process by which a quantum system loses
its quantum-state coherence over time. Numerous methods have
been proposed to suppress decoherence, such as environment
engineering,[?’l feedback control,!?] and Floquet engineering.?"]
Inspired by these discoveries, in this paper, we explores using
the electromagnetically-induced transparency (EIT) to suppress
the aging of QBs.

The EIT is a quantum-optical phenomenon widely used in op-
tics and quantum information processing.2%*2I A classical EIT
system consists of a three-level system with the states |d), |m),
and |e).1**] Here, |d) is the initial state, and |m) is the target state,
and |e) is the intermediate state. The probe field acts between |d)
and |e), while the driving field acts between |m) and |e). Under
these conditions, the system can enter a coherent state, which
is superposition of the bright states and dark states. The bright
state is usually associated with the intermediate state |e), while

© 2025 Wiley-VCH GmbH


http://www.ann-phys.org
mailto:aiqing@bnu.edu.cn
https://doi.org/10.1002/andp.202500278
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1002%2Fandp.202500278&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-09-16

ADVANCED
SCIENCE NEWS

=z nhysik

www.advancedsciencenews.com

9 —9

Figure 1. Schematic of a QB against degradation by the EIT. a) The QB
is a two-level system including the ground state |g) and the dark state
|Ey). When a photon is absorbed and the atom is excited from |g) to |E;),
the QB is charged. However, when a photon is emitted and the atom is
deexcited from |E;) to |g), the QB is discharged. b) In order to realize the
dark state, a three-level configuration with two lower states |d) and |m),
and the higher intermediate state |e) is employed. The Rabi frequencies
for the transitions |d) < |e) and |m) < |e) are respectively Q; and Q,.
And A; and A, are respectively the two detunings.

the dark state is typically a superposition of |d) and |m).3*36]
Since the dark state does not involve the intermediate state |e),
it is unaffected by the dissipation due to the coupling to the en-
vironment and is thus highly stable. This stability makes dark
states less sensitive to environmental noise, and when a quantum
system is in a dark state, energy loss can be avoided. The aging
of QBs is largely due to decoherence caused by interactions with
the external environment. This insight suggests that dark states
could be employed to suppress decoherence, thereby extending
the operational lifespan of QBs. Compared to other methods for
suppressing decoherence, the EIT offers high stability and is rela-
tively easy to implement, making it a viable solution to the prob-
lem of the QB aging. Refs. [37,38] also introduce dark states to
suppress the dissipation in QB. Unlike them, we use a four-level
atom as the QB and, by adjusting the frequency of the driving
light, we can enhance the ergodicity of the QB.

This paper is structured as follows. In the next section, we
introduce the QB’s model. By incorporating the EIT effect into
a four-level atomic system, we can effectively obtain a two-level
atom with the dark state as the excited state. The detailed deriva-
tions are outlined in Appendix A. In Section 3, we consider that
the four-level atom is placed in a cavity and can be charged by
the photons inside the cavity. We investigate the energy and er-
gotropy of the QB with different numbers of atoms and photons
with and without the EIT effect. Some of the detailed calcula-
tions are provided in Appendix B. We also analytically calculate
the time evolution by the Wei-Norman algebra in Appendix C.
Our results show that the introduction of the EIT can effectively
suppress the decay of the QB’s energy. Finally, in the Section 5,
we summarize our main findings.

2. Model

First of all, we consider a three-level system as shown in
Figure 1b. The Hamiltonian reads

H = w,|d){d] + w,|e){e] + w,,|m){m| + 2Q, cos w,t|e){d|

+2Q, cos w,tle)(m| + h.c. (1)
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where w,, ®,, and w,, are respectively the energies of the states
|d), |e) and |m), the Rabi frequencies of the transitions |d) < |e)
and |m) < |e) are respectively Q, and Q,, @, and w, are respec-
tively the driving frequencies. Here, we assume # =1 for sim-
plicity.

In the rotating frame with respect to U = exp[i(w,|e){e| +
w |m)(m|)t], where w, +w_. = w,. Additionally, we apply the
rotating-wave approximation to eliminate the rapidly oscillat-
ing, high-frequency terms. The effective Hamiltonian H.4 =
U'HU +iU" U is simplified as

H.s = w4ld)(d| + (0, + w,)|e)(e| + (v, + @) |m)(m|
+Q, (le)(d] + [d)(el) + Q, (le)(m] + [m)(el) 2)

On account of the dissipation on |d) with decay rate «, by using
the non-Hermitian Hamiltonian approach, the effectively Hamil-
tonian can be written in the matrix form as

Wy — ik Q, 0
Hg=| @ o+o, Q (3)
0 Q, w,, + o,

After some algebra, the effective Hamiltonian can be rewritten

as
Hl; = Hy + I(w; — ix) @)
where
0 Q 0
Hy=[Q, o Q, ©)
0 Q o,
0 =w,+0, -0+ ik (6)
w, =, +0,— o, + ik (7)

According to Appendix A, the Hamiltonian H, can be diago-
nalized as

3
Hy= Y, %|E)E] ®)

J=1

where the three eigen states are

IE)~ f,—j(—szz|d>+szl|m>> o)

)~ %(ﬂnf» +Qle) + Q,m)) (10)

1E) = 520, 1d) ~ 0le) + @, 1m) 1)
3

o . , .
By substituting H,, into H/ ., we can obtain

3
H.p = Y ¥|E)E| (12)
j=1
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Figure 2. Schematic of a QB with a collective of atoms in a cavity. There
are effectively N two-level atoms with the ground state g and the dark state
E, located in a cavity.

where
,_ 2
X = E(wm+wc—wd)+wd—1&1< (13)
2 ‘0?2
Y= Ox w,+w, o,+ chz Qiwy, _ QK (14
2 2 202 720 2 202
2 'O2
, v+, o,-o , Qo, KK
X, =—-Q+ 3 + 2 Q) + Sar 208 (15)

The imaginary parts of x;’s represent the relaxation rate of the
system. Compared to the original decay rate «, the current decay
rates are respectively QZx /Q? for | E;) and Q?x /2Q? for | E,) and
|E;). If we tune Q, > Q,, we have Q2x/Q* ~ 0 and Q’« /2Q* ~
k /2. In other words, |E,) is the dark state because its relaxation
has been significantly suppressed, while | E, ) and | E; ) are the two
bright states. In this regards, we utilize the dark state and the
ground state to establish a QB against the aging.

3. Numerical Simulation and Discussions

Based on the above discussions, as shown in Figure 2, when N =
1, we consider a two-level atom with the ground state |g) and the
dark state |E;) in a cavity. The total Hamiltonian is

H = x|E, }(E,| + wa*a + Ja*o™ + Jac™ (16)

where ] is the coupling constant between the atom and the cav-
ity, a’ (a) is the creation (annihilation) operator of the cavity mode
with frequency w. 6+ = |E;){g| = (67)" is the atomic raising op-
erator.

In the subspace spanned by the two bases |n)|E;) and |n+
1)|g), the total Hamiltonian can be rewritten in the matrix form
as

H=<x;]_§ £>+<n+%>w (17)
2

where the two eigen energies are
It = (. 472 /)2 1 18
=5 X £/4]+ (@—x))* ) + n+§ w (18)
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Figure 3. The effects of the EIT on the system’s energy E(t) and ergodicity
W (t) with N = T atom and n = 1 photon. a) E(t) and b) W (t) without the
EIT, c) E(t) and (d) W (t) with the EIT. The parameters are w = 1, | = 0.50,
®,, =050, w, = 0w, vy = 0.250, Q; = 500, Q, = 5w, k = 0.05w. The red
solid line denotes the envelope which is numerically fitted by an exponen-
tial decay.

and the two eigen states are

a1 J
lwﬂ_N_;(i:—x;—na)) (19)
1 J

v = \/(x; +nw — /15)2 + ] 21)

are the normalization constants.
Assuming the initial state |n)|E,), the time evolution of the
system can be given as

A —x —nw
) = ¥ 2

a=+ n

e ) (22)

In the QB, the total Hamiltonian can be divided into three
partsas H = H, + Hy + H, where H, is the Hamiltonian of the
charger, Hy is the Hamiltonian of the QB, and H; is the inter-
action Hamiltonian between them. The ergotropy is equal to ref.
23]

W(t) = Telpy(t) Hy) = Telfp () Hy| (23)

where the energy of the QB is E(t) = Tr[pz(t)Hy)
E,(t)= Tr[pg(t)Hp] is the energy of the passive state. Here,
pe(t) = X, 1,Ir,)(r,| is the reduced density matrix of the QB,
ﬁB(t)E Zn rn|6n><£n|' HB = Zn gn|£n><sn|’ n 2 L) 2 and
€, <& <. When W(t) =0, the system is in a passive state,
which implies that we can not extract any energy from the
system. Figure 3 shows the system’s ergodicity over time. When
the EIT is absent, we can see that W(t) declines exponentially
with respect to the time. However, when the EIT is introduced,
W (t) generally oscillate with time. If we fit the envelope of W (t)
by an exponential function, we could obtain exp(—5.01 x 10~2wt)
and exp(—6.76 x 10~ wt) for the two cases respectively. In other
words, the decay of the ergodicity is reduced by two orders of
magnitude due to the presence of the EIT.
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Figure 4. a) The effects of the EIT on the system’s ergodicity as a function
of the dimensionless time w,t and o/, and b) the inset shows the rela-
tion between E; and w,/w,. The parameters are w, = 1Q; = 50w, Q, =

S5m,, Q=1 /Q? + Q%, wy =0.250,, ®, =050, o, =xw0,, o,=0>5w0,,
o, =0, — oy, k =0.050,, ® = E;, and | = 0.5w,.

4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
wet

Figure 5. Time evolution of the ergodicity W(t) as a function of the di-

mensionless time w,t. The parameters are w, = 1 E; = w,, ] = 0.5w,, and

® = 0.5m,.

After the EIT is introduced in QB, the dissipation can not only
be reduced, but the ergodicity can also be enhanced by tuning the
parameters. We construct a dark state E; as the effective excited
state by coupling the states d and m. According to Equation (9),
also shown in Figure 4D, the energy of the constructed excited
state E, is positively correlated with .. Hence, by adjusting w,,
the energy of the excited state can be increased.

In Figure 4, since w, = w, — w,, we fix w, and vary w, to tune
®,. We found that the larger w, is, the greater the ergodicity be-
comes. By contrast, if we use the lower-dissipation state e as the
excited state, thereby forming a conventional two-level QB, cf.
Figure 5, the maximum ergodicity only reaches 1. Compared to
the traditional two-level QB, our system achieves a substantial
improvement in ergodicity with the introduction of only two aux-
iliary states, while reducing the system’s dissipation with the help
of the EIT. As a concrete example, we propose constructing the
QB using the 58, ,, 5P;,, 5P;,, and 6S,, levels of rubidium
atoms.B?]

Figure 6 shows the quantum dynamical evolution of the sys-
tem. Initially, the system is in |0)|E;). In the absence of the
EIT, the system decay significantly, as the oscillatory behavior
diminishes rapidly, leading to a noticeable reduction in the am-
plitude of the probability curves. However, when the EIT is in-
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Figure 6. The probabilities of the two states |0)|E;) (blue solid line) and

[1)|g) (red dotted line) over time a) without the EIT and b) with the EIT.

The parameters are the same as Figure 3. The purple dashed line denotes

the numerical fitting by an exponential function.

troduced, the two probabilities oscillate with the same ampli-
tude and frequency. Notably, the oscillations occur almost with-
out any observable decay. This suggests that the system’s energy
remains largely unchanged. Similarly, we can also fit the enve-
lope of the probabilities by an exponential function. Thus, we
obtain exp(—5.00 x 10~2wt) and exp(—5.38 X 10~*wt) for the two
cases respectively, which are consistent with those for the ergod-
icity in Figure 3. These suggest that due to the EIT, the dissipation
has been significantly suppressed and thus the ergodicity is im-
proved.

Furthermore, we consider a cavity with N quasi-two-level
atoms and a single photon. The Hamiltonian reads

N
_ -
H=wa'a+ Z‘ (xi0707 + Jao* + h.c.) (24)
£

where aj.* = |Ep);(gl = (o'j’)+ is the raising operator of jth atom.

At time t, the total system is in the state

lw (1)) = [coma* +y ci(t)a:] 16)10) (25)
i=1

where |G) = |g); ® |g), ® -+ ® |g),, is the state for all atoms be-
ing in the ground states. By substituting Equation (25) into the
Schrédinger equation, we can obtain

iy(t) = weo(t) +J Y, () (26)
j=1
i€ (1) = %,6,(1) + Jeo 1) (27)

where ¢,(0) = 1 and ¢;(0) = 0 are the initial conditions of this sys-

tem. By performing the Laplace transform £ {df (t)/dt} = sf (s) —
f(0) on Equations (26) and (27), we can obtain

i(is — x})

“0) = s — ) — 28)
— i
50 = a2 —np (29)
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After some algebra, T, (s) and &(s) can be rewritten as

i(is — x7)

) = —————
(=s)(-5)
A A
=——+— (30)
s—s, S—s
. i
C(s) =
PPy TPy
B B
= ks + — (31)
s—s, S—S§
where
(0 + %) £ 4/ (g — %})? = nJ?
5, = —i - (32)
i(is, — «/
A+ = ig (33)
* S, —S_
Bo=x—t (34
* s, —S_
By using the inverse Laplace transform, we can obtain
Cot) = A, e+ + A_e! (35)
G(t) = B,e' + B_e*' (30)

By partially tracing the degrees of freedom of the cavity, the re-
duced density matrix of the atoms reads

ps(t) = leol1G) gl + Z:, lgI*671G)(glo;
e

+ 2 Z cjc:aj"IG)(gIO'; (37)

=1

As a result, the energy of the system EJ(t) = Tr[p,(t) Hp] is equal
to x )’7:1 le;(1)12.

Figure 7 shows the time evolution of the energy of the sys-
tem. Initially, the system is in an excited state. The energy of
the system decays significantly when the EIT is absent. How-
ever, when the EIT is introduced, the energy decay is markedly
suppressed. After fitting the envelopes of the probabilities by
an exponential function, we can obtain exp(—5.03 X 10~2wt) and
exp(—5.78 X 10~*wt) for the two cases, respectively. Here, we ex-
tend the single-atom system to a multi-atom system. The results
indicate that the EIT continues to suppresses the decay of system
energy, prolonging the lifetime of QB.

In the above calculations, we obtain the analytical solution by
the Laplace transform. Alternatively, hereafter we will obtain the
analytical solution by the Wei-Norman algebra. By introducing
the collective operators

J.= % 2. (38)

J
=1 =Y (39
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Figure 7. The effects of the EIT on the system’s energy E(t) and ergodicity
W () with N = 3 atoms and n = 1 photon. a) E(t) and b) W (t) without the
EIT, ¢) E(t) and d) E(t) with the EIT. The parameters are = 1, | = 0.50,
®,, =050, w, = w, wy; = 0.25w, Q; = 500, Q, = 50, and k = 0.05w. The
red solid line denotes the envelope which is numerically fitted by an expo-
nential decay.

and using the Holstein-Primakoff transformation (4]

b'b=],+ %’ (40)
B ,

I, =b'VN 1—b—1\;’:b7\/ﬁ (41)

the Hamiltonian can be rewritten as
H~wa'a+x]b'b+ Jy(ab" + a'b) (42)

where the interaction J = J /N between the cavity mode and the
collective excitation of the atoms has been enhanced by a factor
VN.

Assuming that the initial state of the cavity is in the coherent
state, and all of the two-level atoms are initially in the ground
state, i.e., |¥(0)) = |\/KI)A ® |0) 5. According to Appendix C, the
state of the total system at time ¢ reads

W) = [VNcos(Jyt)), ® | — iV Nsin(yt)), (43)

When there are three atoms and three photons in the cavity,
in Figure 8, we find that the maximum of the total energy is in-
creased as compared to the case with three atoms and one photon
because more atoms can be excited by photons. In addition, by
fitting the envelopes with an exponential function, we obtain a
decay rate with —1.91 X 103w (—1.94 X 10~'w) for the case with
(without) the EIT. When the EIT is absent, both the system’s en-
ergy and ergotropy exhibit a rapid decay. However, when the EIT
is introduced, both the energy and ergotropy curves exhibit pro-
nounced oscillatory behavior. This indicates that the EIT does not
only slow down the energy loss but also preserves the oscillatory
characteristics of the system.

When two photons and N, = 2 atoms in the cavity, on account
of the dipole—dipole interaction,[** the Hamiltonian becomes

N,

H=wa7a+HB+]2(aai++aTo-i') (44)

i=1
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Figure 8. The effects of the EIT on the system’s energy E(t) and ergodicity
W (t) with N = 3 atoms and n = 3 photons. a) E(t) and b) W () without the
EIT, ¢) E(t) and d) W (t) with the EIT. The parameters are v = 1, | = 0.5,
®,, =050, w, = w, 0y = 0.250, Q = 50w, Q, = 50, k = 0.050. The red
solid line denotes the enelope which is numerically fitted by an exponential
decay.

where the Hamiltonian of the QB reads

B—xZaa +ZVO’O’ +0'0') (45)

i#]

Its eigenvalues and eigenstates are respectively

Eg =0, 1G) = Igg) (46)
E,=E+V, l9) = 5 (Ieg) + lge) (47)
E,=E -V, Ip) = 7 (leg) — lge)) (48)
E, = 2E,, |E) = |ee) (49)

here, |q) is the symmetric state and |p) the antisymmetric state.
Since

2
2.6/1G) = leg) + lge) = V21q) (50)
Za+|q> Z(lee) + lee) = V2 E) (51)
Zo-+|p) |ee) lee)) =0 (52)
2
Y o 1Ey=0 (53)
i=1

in the eigenbasis of Hj, the total Hamiltonian can be rewritten
as

H=wa'a+ Hy+ V2Ja(1g)(G| + |E)q]) +h.c. (54)
Originally, the system include two excitation pathways, |gg) <
leg) < |ee) and |gg) < |ge) <> |ee). However, after including the

dipole—dipole interaction, only one pathway remains, i.e., |gg) <
|q) < |ee), indicating a reduction in available transition channels.
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Figure 9. Ergodicity as a function of the dipole-dipole interaction V be-
tween the atoms and the time ¢t for two atoms and two photons in the
cavity (a) without the EIT and (b) with the EIT. The parameters are w =
1, J=05w, w,, =0.50, ©, =w, w;=0.250, Q; =500, Q, =5w, and
kK = 0.050.

Furthermore, we consider the effect of the dipole-dipole cou-
pling on the ergodicity. The QB Hamiltonian can be written in
the basis {|G), |p), |9), | E)} as

0 0 0 0
o E-v 0 0

Hi=lo 0 E+v o (5)
0 0 0 2E

And the density matrix is py = Y, P la){a|. Ordering its

Pyla’) (],

a=G,qpE "~ a
eigenvalues P,, in descending order yields 5, = Y*
which will be used in evaluating the ergodicity.

When there are two atoms and two photons, the dynamics of
the ergodicity is shown in Figure 9. When the system does not
include the EIT, the atoms exhibit large dissipation, causing the
energy of the QB to decay more rapidly over time, as shown in
Figure 9a. However, one can see that when the EIT is introduced,
the decay of the maximum ergodicity of the QB will be signifi-
cantly slowed down. Interestingly, the first time for the ergodic-
ity to reach the maximum will be delayed and its duration will be
prolonged as V increases.

Furthermore, we consider there are N, = 3 atoms in the cavity.
Since the antisymmetric states do not couple to the cavity field, we
restrict ourselves to the four fully-symmetric eigenstates. They
and their eigenvalues are listed as

a'=1

Ey=0, |D;o) = lggg) (56)
1

\/_

E, = E, +2V, |D;;) = — (legg) + Igeg) + lgge)) (57)

(98]

E, =2E +2V, |Ds,) = (|eeg) + lege) + |gee)) (58)

-

E; =3E, |D;;) = |eee (59)

Expanding the full Hamiltonian in the basis {| D;;)}, one finds

3

H=wa'a+ Z E, |D3,k><D3,k| (60)
k=0

+J(V3a1Dy,)(Dyol +2a1Dy,)(Dy (61)

3a |D3,3><D3,2|> +he (62)

© 2025 Wiley-VCH GmbH
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Figure 10. Ergodicity as a function of V and t for a system with 3 atoms and
3 photons in the cavity with the EIT. The parameters are w = 1, J = 0.5,
®,, =050, w, =0, wy; =0.250, Q = 50w, Q, = 5w, and k = 0.05w.

Unlike the case of two atoms in the cavity, when there are three
atoms in the cavity, the level spacings between the two neighbor-
ing eigenstates are respectively E;, — E, = E; + 2V, E, — E, = E|,
E; — E, = E;, — 2V. When the photon energy equals E,, the de-
tunings are —2V, 0, and 2V. Because the correspond oscillation
frequencies are not the same, it leads to a more-complex situ-
ation. In Figure 10, we find that as V increases, the maximum
ergodicity gradually decreases. Since the value of V decreases
rapidly with increasing interatomic distance, in practice we can
reduce the influence of dipole-dipole interactions by increasing
the distances between atoms.

When an electromagnetic drive with frequency w; and Rabi
frequency Q is applied, and the cavity contains two photons, the
total Hamiltonian with N, = 2 atoms becomes

N,
Ho =% Y ofo; + ) V(oio] +0707) + H, (63)
i=1 i
where
NB
H, = Q + ,—lo;t — tiwpt 64
= 2 (O'i € +o/e ) (64)

Il
—_

Transforming into the rotating frame defined by U(t) =

exp(—i w, Y0707 t) and applying the rotating—wave approxima-

tion yields

Z

iy

Nu
(ALai*a; + %a;) + ) VoioT +he. (65)
i#f

Heff =

i

I
—

with A; = E; — w,. Focusing on the QB, we have

Hy=A 6% +2(c" +0) (66)

whose eigenvalues are E, = (A, + /A +Q?)/2. For A, > Q,

since \/A2 + Q2 m A| + (Q?/2A}), we have
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wt

Figure 11. The time evolution of the ergodicity witha) V. =2andb) V = 1.
The blue solid line represents the QB without dissipation, the green dot-
ted line represents the QB with the EIT, and the red dashed line represents
the QB without the EIT. The parameters are w = 1, / = 0.5w, w,, = 0.5,
w, =w, wy=0250m, Q=50w, Q, =50, t,=16/w, c =0.8/w and
k = 0.05w. Notice that the blue solid line almost overlaps with the green
dotted line.

E, =A + 4% (67)
— @
E =-i- (68)

In other words, the excited level is shifted up by % while the
L

ground level is shifted down by the same amount. Consequently,
the total Hamiltonian can be recast as

Nﬂ
Q2 - -
H,, = (E1 + E) Yotor + Y Vool +he (69)
i=1 i

We further consider a Gaussian pulse with Q(f) =
Q,exp [—(t—t,)?/20?] is used to excite the atoms, where t,
is the center of the pulse, o is the width of the pulse. As shown
in Figure 11, the introduction of the EIT effectively suppresses
the dissipation of the QB. In this process, the parameter V also
affects the ergodicity. Therefore, the dipole—dipole interaction
should be minimized as much as possible.

4. Implementation of a Four-Level Quantum
Battery

As a concrete example, we propose constructing the QB using
the 58, ,, 5P, ),, 5P;,, and 65, levels of rubidium atoms.™*!
First of all, we prepare the rubidium atoms by heating a Rb
dispenser to release vapor into the ultra-high-vacuum cham-
ber. We then employ a magneto-optical trap (MOT),[**] ys.
ing counter-propagating ¢* /6~ cooling beams red-detuned by
10-20 MHz and an anti-Helmbholtz coil generating a position-
dependent magnetic field gradient, to cool the atoms from ther-
mal velocities down to approximately 100 uK.

Next, a fraction of these cold atoms, on the order of 10°-10°,
is loaded into a red-detuned optical dipole trap (ODT)!*8-50 at
1064 nm. The inhomogeneous intensity profile of the ODT fur-
ther reduces their temperature to a few microkelvin. By adiabat-
ically transporting the ODT beam via a frequency-shifted optical
conveyor, we transfer the atoms into the mode volume of a high-
finesse Fabry—Pérot cavity.

Finally, we apply two phase-locked coupling lasers on the A-
type subsystem formed by the 5P, ,, 5P; ,,and 65, , levels. These

© 2025 Wiley-VCH GmbH
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two coherent fields drive the ground state 55, /, into a long-lived
dark-state polariton, thereby realizing the desired QB.

5. Conclusion

In summary, we introduce EIT into a four-level atom and trans-
form it into an effectively two-level system consisting of the
ground state and the dark state. We then replace the two-level
atoms in the QB with these quasi-two-level atoms. Three distinct
models are developed: one featuring a single atom and a single
photon within a cavity, another with multiple atoms and a single
photon, and the third with multiple atoms and multiple photons.
We also consider the impact of the dipole-dipole interaction on
the ergotropy. Finally, we explore the possibility of using pulses
to excite our QB. We investigate the evolution of the QB’s en-
ergy and ergotropy in these models and find that the introduction
of EIT significantly suppresses the decay of both energy and er-
gotropy compared to scenarios without EIT. Under the specified
parameter conditions, the decay rate of the system is reduced by
two orders of magnitude upon incorporating EIT. Moreover, by
adjusting the coupling frequency w,, the ergotropy of the system
can be further enhanced. This study demonstrates that the in-
troduction of EIT can significantly extend the lifetime of QBs.
Additionally, the energy transfer efficiency during the charging
process is improved. These advancements not only enhance the
performance of QBs but also pave the way for their broader ap-
plication in various technological fields.

Appendix A: Diagonization of H,

In this appendix, we will diagonalize H, by the perturbation theory. Ac-
cording to the Schrédinger equation H|x) = x|x), we can obtain the eigen
energies x's by the following equation, i.e.,

x[ 2—(a)1+a)2)x+a)1w2—92]+9%a)2=0 (AT)
where
Q=02 +02 (A2)

When w, is small, to the first order of w,, the solutions can be written
as

X 2 Xo; + Ajw, (A3)

According to the perturbation theory, the zero-order terms are given by

Xoj [xéj — (@7 + @)X + Wy, — QZ] =0 (A4)
where

Xg1 =0 (A5)
X0z = @4 (A6)
Xo3 = O_ (A7)
w, = % [(a)1 + ;) £/ (07 — @y)? + 492] (A8)

After some algebra, we can rewrite Equation (A1) as

X(x— o)) x—o_) + Qw, =0 (A9)
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By substituting x| = Ay, into the above equation, we have
A, (Ao, — o) (Ajw, —o_) + Qlw, =0 (A10)
Ignoring higher-order terms of w,, we can obtain

Q2 Q2
A =- 1.0

PP (A11)
L O_

By repeating the above procedure, we have

Q? Q?
Apj=—— 1~ L (A12)
(0, —o_) 2Q2
Q2 Q2
A=——1 ~ 1 (A13)
w_(w, —o_) 2Q2

When wq, , < Q, Q,, to the first-order terms of @, and w,, we can
obtain

W, ~ %[(aﬁ + w,) +29Q)] (A14)
In all, the eigen energies are respectively
QZ
b
X = o2 (A15)
~Q o 2 Al6
Xy >~ L2+ E wy + &(DZ ( )
1 &
X3~ —Q+ 3 <a)1 + &ab) (A17)

Correspondingly, the eigen states are

1
N:

1

E) = {06 — 1) (6 — @) — Q3] ) (A18)

+ Q) (5 — @) le) + Q| m) } (A19)
where the normalization constants N;’s are given by
2 2|? 2
N2 =[x = 1) (6 — 02) = QB[ + |24 — )|
+ |29, (A20)

To the zero-order terms of w; and w,, we have

Q

IDE N—j(—szzm +Q|m)) (A21)
Q

|Ey) =~ N—;<Q1|d> +Qle) +Q,|m)) (A22)
Q

|E3) = N—;<ﬂ1|d> - Qle) + Q,|m)) (A23)

where |Ey) is the dark state because it is a superposition of |d) and |m).
The other two eigen states |E,) and |E;) are referred to as the bright
states, because in addition to |m) they also contain |e), which suffers
more from decoherence. The decoherence will cause the aging of the
QB. Therefore, we introduce |E;) to the QB in order to suppress the
decoherence.

© 2025 Wiley-VCH GmbH
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Appendix B: Reduced Density Matrix of QB

In this appendix, we derive the maximum extractable energy. According to
Equations (19)—(20), ly;F) and |y;) can be written in terms of the basis
[n)|Ey) and |n+ T)|g) as

ly*) = b B1
vy = a. (B1)

where
. = J (82)
(x; + nw — /ﬁ)z +J2
A —x —nw
d, = —— (B3)

() + no - Af)z +J?
In the basis |n)|E;) and |n + 1)|g), the time-evolution operator

U@ = =3 e M (il (B4)
a==+

can be rewritten as

U'(t) = PUE)P!

- o b, -
c_dyent—c, d_en’t Coc_ (e nt—emihn)
_ c_dy—cid_ c_dy—cd_ (B5)
did (et _g=itnt die Mt _c d e=iint
Ld_(e7"n"—e"""n") c_dye"n"—c.d_e"'n
c_dy—cyd_ c_di—cd_

_ C+ Cc_
p= <d+ d_) (B6)

Initially, the system is in the state |yo) = a|n)|Ey) + Bln+ 1)|g). The
density matrix p(t) = U’ (t)p(0)U'" (t) at time t reads

1 My, M12)
= ——mM B7
o) |cody — cyd, |2 (Mz1 My, ®7)

where
My = (cpd et — e det)
« [(c+d_e_"’1:t —c_d,e Pty al +cpc (et — e—u;t)ﬁa*]
+etct (eiijt _ eizl;t)
* [C+C_ (et — ety g2 + (—c+d_e”*;‘ " c_d+e’“7v‘)aﬁ*]
(B3)
My, = didi (ei)»:t _ eiﬁ;t)
« [(c+d_e"":’ —cde ity al + e (€At — e—i/l;t)ﬂa*]
+ (C* J* eil;t — eil;t)
_ay waz
x [c+c_ (€4 — et B2 + (—c,d_e "t + c_d+e_i’1;‘)aﬂ*],

(B9)
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My = (cpd et - cdehnt)
« [d+d_ (et — ety |al? + (—c_d+e’i’1:t i c+d_e’i’1;t)ﬂa*]
+Cici (ei/m _ eiA;t)
« [(c_d+e‘“:’ —cod et p1E +dyd (e At 4 e‘i‘;‘)aﬂ*],
(810)
My, = d*d* (em:t _ eiﬂ;t)
X [d+d_ (€4t — et el + (—c_d, et + c+d_e_i’1;t)ﬂa*]
+(ndettt — craein)
X [(C_d+€_i/1:t —cpd_e Y |B12 +d,d_(—e "t 4 e‘i’l;‘)aﬂ*].
(B11)

Thus, the reduced density matrix of the QB is

1 My 0 >
f)= ——— B12
#el) leydy = 1, |2 < 0 M2, 12

By substituting the above equation into W (t) = Tr[pg(t) Hg] — Tr[7g (t)Hgl,
we can obtain the time evolution of the system’s ergodicity.

Appendix C: Time Evolution by Wei-Norman
Algebra

In this appendix, we will unravel the time evolution by Wei-Norman alge-
bra.

Since
[ab",b"b —a'a] = —2ab" (@)
[@a'b,b’b—a"a] = 2a7b (C2)
[ab",a’b] = b'b—a'a (C3)

the set of operators {ab’, a’h, b'b —a'a} = {H, H,, H;} forms a com-
plete set. In order to solve the time-evolution operator U(t) = exp(—iHt),
we can use the Wei-Norman algebra.[*42] The Hamiltonian H can be
rewritten in terms of the above operators as H =fiH, +f,H, + f3H;.
Thus, the time-evolution operator in the interaction picture can be given
as the product of a series of exponential operators, i.e.,

3
Uy#) = [ ] exelg ) H;] (C4)
Jj=1

where g;(t) is a function of time and H,’s are the generators of the Wei-
Norman algebra. In the interaction picture, the time-evolution operator is
determined by

du, (t)
dt

i

= H U, (1) (C5)

By substituting Equation (C4) into the above equation, we have
H = i(gHy + 8" gy Hpe 81h

+e81t egz"’zg3 H3e—ngze—g1H1) (C6)

© 2025 Wiley-VCH GmbH
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Using the Baker-Campbell-Hausdorff formula,!*3! we can obtain

eatg, Hyeme1hh = g'z[(fb + g (b'b—ata) - g%ab'r] (C7)
By repeating the above procedure, we have

£3(2820'b — (281 + 28782)ab" + (1+ 218,) (b'b — a'a)]

= gg1H1engzg3 H3e_g2H2 e~ 81 (C8)
By substituting Equations (C7) and (C8) into H,, we can obtain

Hy = i{(gz + 2g3gz)a+b
+ [g1 - gzé’% —g02g + 2g$g2)]ab+
+[881 + 831+ 28:18,)1(b'b —a'a) } (€9)

By comparing the above equation with H, :j\/ﬁ(ab"' +a’b), we have

81— 8,87 — 83281 +2828)) = —iln (C10)
82 +2838, = —iln (€1
8281 +83(1+2g18,) =0 (C12)

Assuming the initial condition g; (0) = g, (0) = g3 (0) = 0, we can obtain

g, = —itan(/yt) (C13)
g = —1 sin@y) (1)
& = —Infcos )] c15)

Therefore, the time-evolution operator reads

u() = Up()U, (1) (C16)
Up(t) = exp [—iwgt(a’a + b'b)| (€17)
U, (t) = 819" ¢220"bg8s (bb=0'a) (C18)
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